
 

 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

SALUDA COUNTY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, May 11, 2026 AT 6:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SALUDA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

400 WEST HIGHLAND STREET, SALUDA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Jim Moore called the regular meeting of Saluda County Council to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Present were:     Chairman Jim Moore 

             Councilman J. Frank Daniel, Sr. 

             Councilman Jack Atkinson 

              Vice-Chairman Carey Bedenbaugh 

      

       Absent was:     Councilman Justin Anderson 

 

      Also Present were:    Regina Turner, Administrator 

       Heather Griffin, Clerk to Council 

       Ginny Bozeman, County Attorney    

                 

B. INVOCATION     Chairman Jim Moore delivered the invocation. 

  

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Chairman Moore led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

       

It is noted by the Clerk herein, that in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notice of the 

regular meeting was given to the local news media and properly posted, to include the county website.  

The following notice was placed at the beginning of the agenda:  

Please note meetings are open to the public. Access to the video is available by going to the County’s 

Facebook page (Saluda County, SC Government). 

 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel the agenda was amended 

to remove Executive Session and add discussion on a Structural Engineer Report on a County building. 

On motion of Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Daniel the amended agenda was 

approved. 

 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson the minutes were 

unanimously approved for April 13, 2026. 

 

F. REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Councilman Daniel invited everyone to the Peachtree 23-yard sale. 



 

 

 

Vice Chairman Bedenbaugh thanked everyone for coming and commented that it is National Police 

Week and he thanked Law Enforcement.  He also recognized all of the ball teams in the County stating 

they are doing well.  Lastly, he mentioned the new EMS Headquarters and that there was a “good crowd” 

at the ribbon cutting and he thanked Jacob Starnes and staff. 

 

Councilman Atkinson stated that he “felt the same way” as Carey about the new EMS Headquarters.  He 

also stated that the weather is wonderful. 

 

Chairman Moore mentioned that a Council Workshop will be held on May 26th at 6:00pm and that 

department heads can speak on their budgets at that time.  He commented that the 2nd reading of the 

Comprehensive Plan was postponed.  He also asked everyone to remember the City of Greenwood Public 

Safety that they had an incident this evening. 

 

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Regina Sanders, a resident of Saluda County, presented information concerning the codes inspections 

and the Occupancy Certificate for the new EMS Headquarters having some information redacted and 

that it is in the form of a word document. 

 

Gail Myer spoke on FOIA request rights and equal treatment. 

 

Stevie Herron spoke on the Senior Farmers Market on June 4th.  He stated that it will be held at 161 Twin 

Lakes drive in Ward and there would be vendors there to offer produce. 

 

 

H. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

1. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved 

the first reading on Ordinance No. 05-26, “AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND REIMPOSE A ONE 

PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX, SUBJECT TO A REFERENDUM IN SALUDA COUNTY 

PURSUANT TO THE CAPITAL PROJECT SALES TAX ACT, SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 

ANNOTATED SECTION 4-10-300, ET SEQ.; TO DEFINE THE SPECIFIC PURPOSES AND 

DESIGNATE THE PROJECTS FOR WHICH THE PROCEEDS OF THE TAX MAY BE USED; TO 

PROVIDE THE MAXIMUM TIME FOR THE REIMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF THE TAX AND 

THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF NET PROCEEDS TO BE RAISED BY THE TAX; TO PROVIDE FOR A 

COUNTY-WIDE REFERENDUM AND TO PRESCRIBE THE CONTENTS OF THE BALLOT 

QUESTION IN THE REFERENDUM; TO PROVIDE CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO THE 

REIMPOSITION OF THE TAX AND CONDITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF THE TAX 

REVENUE; TO ESTABLISH THE PRIORITY IN WHICH THE NET PROCEEDS OF THE TAX ARE TO 

BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES AND PROJECTS STATED; TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONDUCT 

OF THE REFERENDUM BY THE SALUDA COUNTY BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND 

ELECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE TAX; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF BONDS, IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, TAX EXEMPT OR TAXABLE, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED THE AGGREGATE OF $18,000,000; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO 

PRESCRIBE THE FORM AND DETAILS OF THE BONDS; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE 

BONDS AND PLEDGE OF REVENUES RELATED TO THE BONDS; PROVIDING OTHERWISE FOR 

THE DISPOSITION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE BONDS; PROVIDING FOR BORROWING IN 

ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS; PROVIDING FOR THE DISPOSITION OF 



 

 

PROPERTY RELATED TO THE BONDS; AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.” Chairman Moore called 

on Ricky Bailey, Chairman of the CPST Committee who spoke on each project selected.  Chairman Moore 

then thanked Mr. Bailey and made comment on the estimated collections from the tax.  Vice Chairman 

Bedenbaugh thanked Mr. Baily and the committee. 
  
 

 

 

 

I. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

1. On motion of Vice Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Chairman Daniel Council unanimously approved the 

third reading on Ordinance No.02-26, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A ONE-YEAR 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REVISED VALUES RESULTING FROM THE 

EQUALIZATION PROGRAM (REASSESSMENT), AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 12-43-217 OF THE 

CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1976, AS AMENDED.”  

 

 

2. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson Council unanimously 

approved second reading on Ordinance No. 03-26, “AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, FOR EDUCATIONAL AND SCHOOL 

PURPOSES IN SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE OF SALUDA COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA:  TO PROVIDE 

FOR LEVY OF TAXES AND THE TAXABLE PROPERTY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE: TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF SAID TAXES AND OTHER REVENUES COMING INTO THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT DURING THE FISCAL YEAR. Chairman Moore explained that Saluda County Council shall 

determine and establish a tax of sufficient millage to support $6,873,767 from Ad Valorem Taxes as county 

funding for the appropriations and levies made herein, and shall advise the Auditor who shall fix said millage 

as advised by the Council. The total budget at second reading for the school is $30,315,409.  

 

 

3. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved 

second reading on Ordinance No. 04-26, “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH OPERATING AND 

CAPITAL BUDGETS FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF SALUDA 

COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026; TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEVY OF 

TAXES ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY IN SALUDA COUNTY FOR ALL COUNTY PURPOSES FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026; TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF TAX 

REVENUES AND OTHER COUNTY FUNDS; TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER COUNTY PURPOSES; TO 

PROVIDE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026: AND TO 

PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN FISCAL AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT.” Chairman Moore stated that the amount for second Reading for the county operating 

budget is $19,459,637. The difference in proposed expenditures and revenues is $231,418. He spoke on how 

millage is calculated and how millage is used to calculate a tax bill. 

   

 

 

4. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved 

to ratify the Resolution to honor the Retirement of Building Maintenance Supervisor John Oscar Perry.  

Chairman Moore read the Resolution.  Mr. Perry was not in attendance.  

 



 

 

5. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved 

the Resolution to Honor the Retirement of Detention Center Jailor Sheila Abney.  Chairman Moore recognized 

Ms. Abney and read the Resolution. 

 

 

6. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson Council unanimously 

approved to appoint Cassie Stonell, Sandra Padget and Kelly Bedenbaugh to the Library Board with their 

terms beginning 6/30/26 and to expire 6/30/30. 

 

7. On motion of Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh Council unanimously 

approved to appoint Jeremy Fleurent to the Airport Commission with his term expiring 5/11/31.  

 

8. Discussion on Structural Engineer Report.  Chairman Moore called on Hardee Horne, Risk Manager to give 

a report on the damage to the Courthouse Annex Building. Chairman Moore ask how old the building is and 

Mr. Horne stated that it was built in the 1920s and that record checks and test would need to be done before 

demolishing the building.  Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh asked if the building is secure and Mr. Horne stated 

that it was and there is no power to the building.  Chairman Daniel commented that the building has “served 

its obligation.” 

 

     

 

 

J. ADJOURNMENT 

 

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, it was approved to adjourn the meeting at 6:51 P.M.  

 

          

______________________________  ___________________________________ 

Heather L. Griffin     James L. Moore, Chairman 

Clerk to Council      

Date Approved:  June 22, 2026 


