MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
SALUDA COUNTY COUNCIL
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026 AT 6:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SALUDA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
400 WEST HIGHLAND STREET, SALUDA, SOUTH CAROLINA

. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Jim Moore called the regular meeting of Saluda County Council to order at 6:00 P.M.

Present were: Chairman Jim Moore
Councilman J. Frank Daniel, Sr.
Councilman Jack Atkinson
Vice-Chairman Carey Bedenbaugh

Absent was: Councilman Justin Anderson
Also Present were: Regina Turner, Administrator
Heather Griffin, Clerk to Council

Ginny Bozeman, County Attorney

INVOCATION Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh delivered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Chairman Moore led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC INFORMATION

It is noted by the Clerk herein, that in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notice of the
regular meeting was given to the local news media and properly posted, to include the county website.
The following notice was placed at the beginning of the agenda:

Please note meetings are open to the public. Access to the video is available by going to the County’s
Facebook page (Saluda County, SC Government).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

On motion of Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh the agenda was
unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion of Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh the minutes were
unanimously approved for March 9th, 2026.

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilman Atkinson comment on the beautiful day.
Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh recognized that it was National Public Safety Week. He also recognized
the position changes of Regina Turner and Heather Griffin. He announced the EMS Headquarters ribbon



cutting on May 1% and that the Detention Center would be completed next.

Councilman Daniel welcomed everyone and stated that he had talked with building codes and there are
three new houses being built in the County.

Chairman Moore recognized Ricky Baily and the great job he is doing as the Capital Project Sales Tax
Committee Chairman. He commented on the problem of County road signs being stolen. He also stated
that he had received, from a citizen a prospective land use ordinance. He stated that we currently comply
with state law and the prospective ordinance would be too restrictive. Councilman Atkinson agreed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Amy Potts with the Saluda County Republican Party commented on members making comments on
behalf of the Republican Party that were not endorsed by the party.

Paul Gilbert spoke on the effects of negative public comments on economic development projects being
considered in Saluda County.

Will Williams with Western SC commented on community negativity and its impact on economic
development.

Rev. Wanda Jackson with the nonprofit organization, House Provisions, made a comment on the desire
of the organization to be housed in Saluda County. ***She mistakenly signed up under the public
hearing.

Stevie Herrin spoke on the Market Fresh Produce vouchers for seniors. ***He mistakenly signed up
under the public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Chairman Moore opened the public hearing on Ordinance No. 02-26, “AN ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING A ONE-YEAR POSTPONEMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REVISED
VALUES RESULTING FROM THE EQUALIZATION PROGRAM (REASSESSMENT), AS
PROVIDED IN SECTION 12-43-217 OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1976, AS
AMENDED.” No one signed up to speak.

OLD BUSINESS

On motion of Councilman Daniel, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh Council unanimously
approved the second reading on Ordinance No. 02-26, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A ONE-
YEAR POSTPONEMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REVISED VALUES RESULTING
FROM THE EQUALIZATION PROGRAM (REASSESSMENT), AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 12-43-
217 OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1976, AS AMENDED.” Chairman Moore
explained that this motion would postpone the reassessment process for one year.



J.

NEW BUSINESS

1. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved

first reading on Ordinance No. 03-26, “AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, FOR EDUCATIONAL AND SCHOOL PURPOSES IN
SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE OF SALUDA COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA: TO PROVIDE FOR LEVY
OF TAXES AND THE TAXABLE PROPERTY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE: TO PROVIDE FOR THE
EXPENDITURE OF SAID TAXES AND OTHER REVENUES COMING INTO THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT DURING THE FISCAL YEAR. Chairman Moore explained that Saluda County Council shall
determine and establish a tax of sufficient millage to support $6,873,767 from Ad Valorem Taxes as county
funding for the appropriations and levies made herein, and shall advise the Auditor who shall fix said millage
as advised by the Council. The total budget at first reading for the school is $30,617,053.

. On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinsin Council unanimously

approved first reading on Ordinance No. 04-26, “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH OPERATING AND
CAPITAL BUDGETS FOR THE OPERATION OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF SALUDA
COUNTY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026; TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEVY OF
TAXES ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY IN SALUDA COUNTY FOR ALL COUNTY PURPOSES FOR
THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026; TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF TAX
REVENUES AND OTHER COUNTY FUNDS; TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER COUNTY PURPOSES; TO
PROVIDE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026: AND TO
PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN FISCAL AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO COUNTY
GOVERNMENT.” Chairman Moore stated that the amount for First Reading for the county operating budget
is $19,215,848. The difference in proposed expenditures and revenues is $504,891.

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Daniel Council unanimously approved
the Resolution designating April as Fair Housing Month. Chairman Moore read the Resolution.

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson Council unanimously
approved the quote to replace HVAC unit in the One Stop side of the Council Office in the amount of $23,700
to be paid from the building repair reserve account. Chairman Moore recognized Penny Clary, Purchasing
Co-Ordinator. Penny stated that the current unit was 20 years old and the life expectancy is 15 years so she
felt replacing the unit was the best decision.

On motion of Councilman Daniel, seconded by Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh Council unanimously approved
the Request to issue a Request for Qualifications for Engineering and Planning Services for the Airport.
Chairman Moore recognized Jill Warren, Airport Manager. Jill explained that this was a requirement by the
FAA every five years for grant purposes.

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson Council unanimously
approved the Appointment of Leah Crouch to the First Steps Board.

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, seconded by Councilman Atkinson Council unanimously
approved the Appointment of Ethan Derrick and Michelle Highley-Dowling to the Grievance Committee.



ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Vice-Chairman Bedenbaugh, it was approved to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 P.M.

Heather L. Griffin James L. Moore, Chairman
Clerk to Council

Date Approved: May 11, 2026



